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Sociological and Political Studies 
provides an excellent foundation to 

pursue diverse careers in public, private 
and non-governmental sectors including 
in: public administration; local, national, 

EU and international government bodies; 
public and social policy research and 

analysis; communications, public 
relations, journalism and media; 

community development, social work 
and social services; education, 

youthwork and 
advocacy. 

Find Out More

Or Contact

•Sociological and Political Studies offers the fascinating
combined study of Politics and Sociology. Political Science is
the study of political life and the behaviour of political actors -
people, parties, organisations - from local to global levels. It
examines key concepts like democracy, freedom and equality.

• Sociology is the study of society, social issues, and social
change. It aims to understand the connections between social
structures, history, groups, identities and individuals.

•Sociological and Political Studies uses critical thinking, ideas 
and research to understand how power operates, how society 
is governed, and how to tackle social problems and global 
issues.

Career 
Opportunities

BA (Joint Honours) Sociological and Political Studies

Director of Undergraduate Studies
Dr Vesna Malesevic

e. vesna.malesevic@universityofgalway.ie
w. universityofgalway.ie/soc 

(Click Undergraduate Courses)
School of Political Science and Sociology

There are opportunities to study 
in another European university in 

Third Year under the ERASMUS scheme 
(e.g., in Belgium, Finland, the Netherlands, 

Estonia) or to study for one semester at a 
university in the USA. If you take 

Sociological and Political Studies with a 
modern European language you will be 
required to spend a year in a country 

              where the language you 

•Classical Social Thought
•European Politics
•International and Global Politics
•Methods for Social and Political Science

•Care, Power, Information
•Comparative Government and Politics
•Comparative Public Policy
•Contemporary American Politics
•Contemporary Social Thought

What Our Students Say

I am currently working for the Green European Foundation in Brussels, an
organisation which encourages European-level political engagement and debate.
When I completed my Arts Degree and LLB at NUI Galway I moved straight to
Brussels for an internship with the European Commission, and when based in
Brussels, got in touch with my current employers for an internship. That internship
turned into a job, and two years later I’m still here! Doing a few internships seems to
be required these days, but thankfully they were both paid and were more than just
coffee-making and photocopying! Getting a career that you really enjoy requires a lot
of effort. You have to use your time in University to make contacts, build your skills
and get experience where you can. But at the heart of it, you need a good degree.
For me, a degree in Political Science and Sociology from NUI Galway was a fantastic
foundation for my career, and the skills and knowledge that I learned are useful on an
almost daily basis. Looking back, what I think was really crucial was that the degree
combined both theoretical and more practical aspects. I did two modules on
European policy and politics, which of course are incredibly useful for a job based in
Brussels, but which are increasingly useful in many different fields of work. There
were also the more theoretical courses, which helped develop my analytical and
writing skills. The smaller seminars were also incredibly valuable and are an essential
part of the course. My current role is as a Project Assistant for projects based in
Brussels and across Europe. This requires good knowledge of Europe’s political
history, the ability to work with different political environments and an ability to think
on your feet. All skills picked up from my time in NUI Galway! 

Andrew Murphy

Where can I find out more? 
The following websites contain relevant, interesting information on career opportunities with a degree in
Political Science and Sociology. 

www.nuigalway.ie/soc/
Sociological Association of Ireland www.sociology.ie/
Economic & Social Research Institute www.esri.ie
Irish Social Policy Association www.ispa.ie/
Political Studies Association of Ireland www.psai.ie 
Politics Forum www.politics.ie/

EUROPE
British Sociological Association www.britsoc.co.uk
Social Science Information Gateway www.intute.ac.uk/socialsciences/
European Sociological Association www.europeansociology.org

ABROAD
International Sociological Assoc. www.isa-sociology.org/ 
Sociology links http://socserv2.mcmaster.ca/w3virtsoclib/ 
American Political Science Association www.apsanet.org/section_516.cfm

GENERAL STUDENT/GRADUATE WEBSITES 
Career Development Centre, degree opportunities:
www.nuigalway.ie/careers/students/degreeopp.html
Gradireland www.gradireland.com
Prospects UK profiles www.prospects.ac.uk/options_politics_international_relations_your_skills.htm and
www.prospects.ac.uk/options_sociology_your_skills.htm
www.jobs.ac.uk [for academic jobs, fellowships etc in the UK, Europe and worldwide]

For me, a degree in Political Science and Sociology 
from University Galway was a fantastic foundation for my 
career. I did two modules on European policy and politics, 
which were incredibly useful for a job based in Brussels. 

There were also the more theoretical courses, which 
helped develop my analytical and writing skills. The smaller 

seminars were also incredibly valuable. My current role 
requires good knowledge of Europe’s political history, the 
ability to work with different political environments and 

an ability to think on your feet. All skills picked up from my 
time in University of Galway! - Andrew Murphy

Final Year Electives (Indicative)
•Biosociality and Bioeconomy
•Contemporary African Politics
•Children and Young People in Families
•European Union
•European Women's Studies
•Human Rights Advocacy
•Introduction to Social Work
•Ocean and Marine Politics
•Political Liberty
•Security and World Affairs
•Sexualities, Genders and Diversities
•Sociology of the Environment

•Introduction to Politics
•Practicing Politics

•Introduction to Sociology
•Practicing Sociology

•Modern Political Thought
•Social Issues and Policy Response
•Sociology of Health

•Development and Change
•Equality, Diversity and Collective Action
•Political Sociology
•Thinking Politically
•Youth and Society

•Sociology of Religion
•Social Work and Social Welfare
•Smart and Liveable Cities & Suburbs
•Socially-Engaged Art
•Songs of Rebellion
•The Northern Ireland Conflict
•The Politics and Society Classroom
•Theories of Nationalism

are learning is 
spoken. 


