
Name Supervisor 

 
 

Thesis Title/Topic 

2016-17 Intake 
Patricia  O'Connor Prof. Caroline McGregor Adolescents in rural areas in need of support; what barriers/facilitators exist on their pathway to help-seeking 
Rebecca Jackson Dr. Bernadine Brady Children and Young Peoples Collective Participation in Decision making Structures. 

Natasha Daniels Dr. Padraig MacNeela 
Study of the student information project, to survey and interview students about their well-being and explore 
the relationship between well-being and student retention 

Chiara Seery Dr. Padraig MacNeela 
Study of the SMART Consent initiative, to collect quantitative data on perceptions of sexual health and assess 
the potential for mainstreaming consent workshops 

Roisin Farragher Dr. Declan Coogan 
Family Matters: An explorative study of the family relationships of young people who have experience of the 
care system 

Michelle Walsh Dr. Carmel Devaney An exploration of Irish Adolescents experiences of Sexual Violence within their school settings 

2015-16 Intake 

Michelle Hennessy 
Dr. Bernadine Brady & Dr. 
Cormac Forkan 

Collective participation of children and youth in care in decision making.  
Power dynamics and the influence child and youth participation on decisions about services.   

Brendan Connolly 
Dr. John Canavan & Dr. 
Michelle Millar An Exploration of the implementation of a commissioning framework in child and family support services' 

Carmen Kealy 
Dr. Carmel Devaney & Dr. 
Allyn Fives Exploratory Study on Polish Parenting in Ireland 

Sarah Carthy 
Dr. Kiran Sarma & Dr. 
Padraig MacNeela Counter-terrorism: youth radicalisation through online terrorist narratives 

Cormac Ryan Dr. Mike Hogan Investigating the consequences of social media use & their effect of the wellbeing. 

Hazel Wolstenholme 
Dr. Caroline Heary & Dr. 
Colette Kelly 

Investigating Picky Eating Perceptions, Family Processes, and Attitudes towards Action: Integrating Child, Parent 
and Professional Perspectives 

Kate Dawson Dr. Padraig MacNeela 'Establishing an evidence base for the development of a critical thinking, pornography education intervention.' 

Melissa Bonotto 
Dr. Carmel Devaney & 
Prof. Caroline McGregor Meaningful interactions with pre-school children receiving integrated family services 

Sophia Saetes 
Dr. Brian McGuire & Dr. 
Line Caes Paediatric Resilience & Adaptive Coping in Chronic Pain 

Helen Mortimer Prof. Caroline McGregor 
 



Caroline Duignan 
Dr. John Canavan & Prof. 
Caroline McGregor 

To explore and identify how power relations influence collaborative working among agencies towards children 
and young people's outcomes. 

Sinead McGlacken 
Prof. Pat Dolan & Dr. 
Sheila Garrity 

Exploring the role of early years' services for families with English as an Additional Language in contemporary 
Ireland: supports, barriers, interactions and participation 

Jonathan Tiernan Prof. Pat Dolan Beyond the Lemonade Stand- An explorative study of entrepreneurial intent in Irish adolescents. 
Michelle McKernan Dr. Cormac Forkan 

 
2013-14 Intake 

Rita  Melia Dr. Cormac Forkan 
My Self Image and your Interactions; the impact of the preschool leaders' image of the child as a learner on 
children's wellbeing 

Thomas Conway Dr. Padraig MacNeela 
Sharing difficulty, searching for identity, and facing the future together - Applying participatory methods to give 
young Irish males a voice in times of economic uncertainty 

Sinead  O'Malley 
Dr. Carmel Devaney & Dr. 
Michelle Millar 

The Mothers Project: Participatory Research Exploring the Experience of Motherhood and Mothering for 
Incarcerated Mothers in Ireland 

Joseph Mooney Prof. Caroline McGregor 
How Adults Tell: Messages for Society and Policy Makers in relation to Adult Disclosures of Childhood Sexual 
Abuse 

Elaine Byrnes Dr. Padraig MacNeela Mixed Methods Exploration of Consent to Sexual Activity, Gender and Alcohol in Emerging Adulthood 
Theresa O'Connor Prof. Caroline McGregor Interventions by Public Health Nurses for Children at Risk in Child Protection and Welfare 

Marie  Gibbons Dr. John Canavan 
A study of the participation of very young children, Early Years' Practitioners and local policy deision-makers in a 
collaborative consultation process in the context of a Children and Young People's Services Committee (CYPSC) 

2011-12 Intake 

Rebecca O'Shaughnessy Dr. Cormac Forkan 
An exploration of the social and emotional well-being narratives of children who live with a parent with a 
mental health difficulty 

Marie  Hanniffy Dr. Michelle Millar  Life Foundations- An Exploration of School Readiness 

Charlotte Silke 
Dr. Caroline Heary & Dr. 
Lorraine Swords (TCD) 

An investigation into public stigma towards depression: measuring, predicting and reducing negative responses 
among adolescents 

Siobhan  Kavanagh Dr. Padraig MacNeela 
 Developing a Contextualised Well-being Intervention to Explore the Impact of Laughter Yoga on University 
Students’ Well-being 

Leonor  Rodriquez 
Dr. AnnMarie Groarke & 
Prof. Pat Dolan 

Understanding adolescent adjustment to maternal cancer: a study of personal experiences and psychosocial 
factors that promote adjustment 

Anne Cullen O'Kelly 
Dr. Bernadine Brady and 
Prof. Chris Curtin 

 How do children in Ireland experience and cope with the process of their parents’ separation and divorce and 
subsequent changed family life? 



2009/10 Intake 

Claire  O'Driscoll Dr. Caroline Heary 

Stigma towards Peers with Mental Health Disorders in Childhood & Adolescence: An Investigation into Explicit & 
Implicit Stigma & Social Reasoning about Exclusion 

Helen  Gleeson 
Dr. Molly Byrne & Dr. 
Caroline Heary 

Young people's attitudes toward the police in Ireland. A mixed methods study 

Sheila  Garrity Dr. John Canavan 

People think it's not the real world - but it's our world'. The significance of relationships found on the threshold 
between the private and the public: Exploring engagement between mothers and early years practitioners in a 
changing Ireland. 

Lisa Ann Kennedy Dr. Padraig MacNeela 

Exploring the acculturation experiences of African adolescent refugees and asylum seekers in Ireland using 
interpretative phenomenological analysis 

Ronan  Conway 
Dr. Caroline Heary & Dr. 
Mike Hogan  

Adolescent self-regulatory and psychological capacities: A 12 month longitudinal study of the impact on positive 
youth development 

Tanja  Kovacic 
Prof. Pat Dolan & Dr. 
Anne Byrne 

Generational understanding of social support, youth civic engagement and coping as aspects of resilience in 
socialist and post-socialist Slovenia (1980-2011) 

Marcella Horrigan Kelly Dr. Michelle Millar 
Exploring the views and experiences of teenage parents as service users of universal child and family health 
care services 

Anne  Cassidy Dr. Brian McGrath 

'I'm not going to be able to leave'; The impact of belonging to the Irish farming community on university 
students' life experiences and transitions to adulthood 

 


